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RICKINGHALL PARISH COUNCIL 
Minutes of the Meeting held Thursday 6 October 2016 

Main Hall, Rickinghall Village Hall 
 

Present: Cllr Gillian Crossley-Holland  Cllr Dominic Ebert 

 Cllr Rosemary Jones Cllr Geoff Short 

 Cllr Sally Smith 
  

 Parish Clerk – Leeann Jackson-Eve 

 District Cllr Derek Osborne 

 County Cllr Jessica Fleming 

 6 Members of the public 
 

7.30pm The Chairman welcomed those present and opened the meeting.  
 

1. Apologies for absence: Cllr Robin Brown. 

 

2. Casual Vacancies in the Office of Parish Councillor:  The PC considered requesting a 

reduction in the number of councillors to seven, due to long-term vacancies and ongoing 

difficulty with recruiting, and asked the Clerk to get more information for the November 

meeting. 

 

3. To confirm the minutes of the Meeting held on 1 September 2016: The minutes of 

the meetings were agreed and signed. 

 

4. Magazine Input: Cllr Smith. 

 

5. Members Declarations of Interest and Dispensations: None. 

 
6. Public Forum:  7.39pm  RESOLVED, with all in favour, to adjourn the meeting for the 

public forum. Cllr Osborne reported that MSDC and Babergh DC were moving to 

Endeavour House in Ipswich. Local drop-in points would be established. Cllr Fleming 

reported that devolution consultation results had been compiled and there were mixed 

feelings, particularly about an elected mayor. The draft order would be available towards 

the end of November and a vote would take place on the 21st November. A resident 

complained about difficulties exiting Harvey’s Close due to people parking too close to 

the access. It was agreed to ask people to be more considerate in the parish magazine 

report. The Chairman reconvened the meeting at 8.06pm. 

 

7. Planning:  

7.1 Planning Applications: None. 

 

7.2 Notice of Intent works to tree(s) in the Conservation Area: 

7.2.1 St Georges House, 3 St Georges Drive, Rickinghall. Ref. 3924/16. Tree 

works (TPO). The PC commented that it was sorry to see all of the pines being 

removed and it would like to see some remaining in the development. 

7.2.2 Redwings, Rectory Hill, Rickinghall. Ref. 3918/16. Tree works (TPO). No 

objection. 

7.2.3 Newholme, Bury Road, Rickinghall. Ref. 4012/16. Tree works (Con Area). No 

objection. 

 

7.3 Notification of Planning Decisions by Mid Suffolk DC: 

7.3.1 Barn Owl Meadow, Newdelight Road, Rickinghall. Ref. 2807/16. Change of 

use of the land to a touring caravan site, including the erection of a toilet block. 

Planning Permission GRANTED. 

 

8. Progress Reports: 

8.1 Chairman: The Chairman reported that there had only been one take-up of the 

community bus service to Wortham PO so it had been cancelled.  

8.2 Clerk: The draft Walks Leaflet had been circulated to the working party and 

some were amendments made. The cost to design and print 2,000 leaflets (4 

boxes) would be in the region of £750.00, of which SCC would pay 50% 



1129 

£375.00). SCC would keep 2 boxes to send out to Tourist Information Centres, 

members of the public and eventually they were aiming to get them to B&Bs, 

camp sites etc. The cost of printing an information board would be around £20 

plus the cost of a frame and installation. The Clerk would look into this. The 

Clerk had reported to SCC Highways that the edges of the B1113 were 

deteriorating near Sunnyside Farm and SCC would be monitoring it. 

 

9. Correspondence:  

9.1 SCC: The PC noted that Community Action Suffolk would take over hosting 

Onesuffolk websites from SCC. It was RESOLVED, with all in favour, to pay the 

new annual charge of £50. 

9.2 SCC: Complaints had been received about Footpath 1 at Broom Hills being 

excessively muddy and as it was featuring in the new walks leaflet, SCC had 

agreed to install a length of boardwalk which would start at the bridge and end 

just before the double gates (approx. 75m). The path would be closed while the 

work was being carried out. 

9.3 MSDC: The Town and Parish Newsletter was noted. 

9.4 SALC: It was noted that government consultation was taking place with the 

suggestion that councils with a precept of over £500,000 would be subject to a 

referendum. 

9.5 Village Hall MC: It was RESOLVED, with all in favour, to the use of £960 in 

section 106 funds for replacement of windows at the village hall. 

9.6 D Pettit: The PC noted with regret that the permissive footpath behind the field 

next to the allotments would be closed from 31 October due to a change in 

stewardship scheme. It was agreed to write to express the PC’s appreciation and 

ask if there was any way this could remain open as it was a well-used and well-

loved path. 

 

10. General Items:  

10.1 Dead Tree at Fen Lane: It was RESOLVED, with all in favour, to accept the 

quote from CC Trees for £180 birch removal at the corner of Fen Lane and The 

Street, inc stump grinding. 

10.2 Traffic Issues: A map with descriptions of the locations of the double-yellow 

lines had been received from SCC and the Clerk had replied to correct some 

innacuracies. 

10.3 Review and Update of Council Documents: The PC reviewed the drafts of 

new Standing Orders and Financial Regulations and specified within the Standing 

Orders that meetings would normally only last two hours. With that amendment 

it was RESOLVED, with all in favour, to accept the new Standing Orders and 

Financial Regulations, copies of which would go on the website. 

 

11. Finance: 

11.1  Account Balance:    £ 33,564.24 

  Income: £ 1.31 Credit Interest 

   £ 597.12 MSDC – Precept 2nd half 

 

11.2 Account paid between meetings: 

Came and Company £ 534.44 Insurance 1 Oct 16 – 31 Sep 17 

 

11.3 Accounts for Payment: 

L Jackson-Eve £ 644.59 Sal/Exps Sept 16 

T Gaddis £ 140.05 St Clean/Paths/Wherry Oct 16 

J Canning £ 40.00 Remembrance Day event costs 

P O’Connor £ 20.00 Remembrance Day wreath 

HMRC £ 134.60 PAYE for LJE – 2nd quarter 

P Frizzell £ 90.00 Grass cut at Low Meadow 

RESOLVED, with all in favour, to approve payment of the accounts above. 

 

11.4 Budget: The 2nd Quarter report was noted. 

 

12. Highways Issues: The Clerk had reported to Highways that the edges of the B1113  

were deteriorating near Sunnyside Farm and they had replied to say that no action was 
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needed at this time. It would be monitored. There were a number of large potholes at 

Water Lane which would be reported to Highways. 

 

13. Councillors’ Reports:  

 Allotments: It was noted with regret that Maurice Smith was standing down as 

Chairman of the Allotments Management Committee.  

 Barwoods: Low Meadow had been cut recently and more trees would be planted at 

Northfield Wood in the autumn. 

 Local Charities: A meeting had been held but there were no applicants for the 

Rickinghall in Need fund. 

 Village Hall: A fireworks event would be held on 4 November. 

 

14. Items for the next meeting: It was agreed to ask Robin whether he could attend the 

Remembrance Sunday event on behalf of the PC. 

 

15. Next Meeting:  3 November 2016 

 

The Chairman closed the meeting at 9.06pm. 


