
 

CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 2022-23 
 

The Parish Council continued to meet monthly in the past year, and  -  I like to feel  - 
conducted our statutory duties in the village without any problems or tricky issues. A 
resident telephoned me recently concerned that we had commented on a minor issue 

on a planning application, yet 'passed' an application for a large number of houses to 
be built shortly. 

  
I explained that we can only comment in favour or against applications, and do not 

'pass' them ourselves. She was not aware that the District Council had this role - no 
doubt the word 'Council ' in the title Parish Council blurs the roles and responsibilities. 
Similarly, as our report appears in the Parish Magazine, the 'Parish' element leads 

others to think we are connected up with the church.  
 

The responsibilities of the council go back generations, but we are responsible for 
street lighting, litter bins, public assets such as the bus stop and the open spaces such 
as Low Meadow. Maintenance of these would include street sweeping, and the care 

and repair of benches and notice boards. As commented on earlier, we do get to offer 
our opinion on planning developments, sometimes suggesting a better solution to a 

footpath or different finishes to fit in better locally. 
 
There has been an increased number of tree applications in the past year, and Mid 

Suffolk has to give approval for a tree to be substantially reduced or felled if it is in a 
conservation area, in the vicinity of a listed building or subject to a TPO. If in doubt, it 

is worth contacting the planning department at Mid Suffolk. 
 
There have been two approved applications for houses in Garden House Lane that 

have yet to commence, and one or two small developments behind other houses, but 
we are not aware of any other large-scale building works for the time being.  

 
Some of our activities involve Botesdale as well, which is only to be expected due to 
the geography, and these include the Christmas Tree and the Community 

Infrastructure Levy funds. We used to share a Speed Monitor device between the two 
villages, but have recently purchased one each when the old one expired. Speeding in 

the village continues to be one of the most common issues from residents. 
 
We were pleased to welcome Ian Patterson as a new Councillor recently, and I would 

like to thank my fellow councillors for their valuable contribution. We are unpaid 
volunteers, but we get along fine and undertake our statutory duties under the 

excellent guidance of Leeann Jackson-Eve, our Clerk. Thanks to her for her 
enthusiasm and support. There are still vacancies if you would like to come along and 
see what is involved, and we look forward to welcoming you. 

 
Geoff Short 

Chairman, Rickinghall Parish Council 


